
After the business meeting, FCC 

VE testing is offered. Call Lou, 

K9LL for an appointment @ 

618-977-4658.  Be sure to bring 

a copy of your license, some 

pencils and a non-programmable 

calculator.  

Mark your calendars now and 

plan on attending this monthõs 

meeting of the Macoupin Coun-

ty Amateur Radio Club at 7:00 

pm on Wednesday, November 

7th.  We meet on the second 

floor of the Macoupin County 

Sheriff Department, 215 S. East 

Street, Carlinville, IL 62626. 

Prior to the club meeting the 

club has an informal dinner gath-

ering, this month, at the Renoõs 

Pizza in the Carlinville square 

starting  around 5:00 pm. 

This monthõs presentation im-

mediately after the business 

meeting is about receiving an-

tennas such as beverages, bogs , 

loops and flags by Skip WS9V 

K9MCE Club Meeting on Wednesday 7 November 
          Happy Thanksgiving!  
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There is plenty to be thankful for, such as this golden orb that greets us every morning, such as this one taken 

from on top of the Farmersville wind turbine gob site. 



 

We, the undersigned, being desirous of securing for ourselves the pleasures and 

benefits of the association of persons commonly interested in Amateur Radio, by 

promoting civic interest, specific application, social activities and developing indi-

vidual efficiency, while improving the general interest in amateur radio, do ordain 

and establish this Constitution and By-Laws of the Macoupin County Amateur 

Radio Club Inc., a non-profit corporation.  We do further agree that in pursuit of 

these purposes, this organization shall be non-sectarian, non-partisan and that it 

shall lend neither support or influence to any political party or candidate for of-

fice.  The Macoupin County Amateur Radio Club, Inc., shall afford all persons, 

regardless of race or creed an equal opportunity to join, participate, hold office 

and enjoy in the benefits of this organization and the challenges of amateur radio. 

K9MCE TRY GRIDS HONOR ROLL  

Macoupin County ARC Mission Statement:  

 

Dave Reynolds, WA9OEX 

Judy Reynolds, KA9ACM 

Ron Ochu, KO0Z 

 

 

The K9MCE Try Grids Award 

was established two years ago 

to encourage Macoupin County 

ARC club members to experi-

ence the joys of VHF/UHF 
communications.  Members are 

encouraged to learn more 

about VHF/UHF propagation,  

antennas and coax and to im-

prove their stations.  Towards 

that end the award was created 

and the goal is to successfully 

establish two-way VHF/UHF 

contacts either from your 

QTH or mobile with amateurs 

in three grids.  More infor-

mation pertaining to grids can 

be found at this ARRL 

webpage:  http://www.arrl.org/
grid-squares  QSL cards con-

firming the Qs need to be pre-

sented to the committee and 

then you, too, will be eligible 

for this prestigious accolade at 

a club meeting and to have 

your call inscribed in the 

HONOR ROLL MEMBERS: 

Jim Pitchford, N9LQF 

Mark Kerhlikar, WD9HBF 

Jeff Naville, KC9WZO 

Paul Durand, KC9YCP  

Ed Kallbrier, KC9QHJ 

Bill Ogle, W9FJ 

Skip Riba, WS9V 

Mark Lewis, KD9EFO 

Lou Bartels, KC9YFU 

Debbie Ochu, KC9ULA 

òThese club 

members  earned 

the Try Grids 

Award and are 

Honor Roll 

members.ó 

Page 2 K9MCE QSN 

 
Wayne, KC9ZYQ is in 

EM58 and Dirk, W9OSI is 

in EM49 and these gentle-

men are available for VHF 

skeds for those working for 

the Try Grids Award 

http://www.arrl.org/grid-squares
http://www.arrl.org/grid-squares


Itõs that time of year 

again...time to once again pay 

dues.  According to the clubõs 

constitution, annual dues be-

come due at the October 

meeting.  Club Dues are as 

follows:   

 

Regular membership is $20.00/

year. 

Family membership is $25.00/

year. 

Senior membership is $15.00/

year. 

Full-time Student is $10.00/year 

Lifetime membership is 

$200.00.   

 

Checks are payable to Ma-

coupin County ARC. 

 

Director:  Kermit Carlson; w9xa@arrl.org 630-879-0983 

 

Vice Director:  Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA, k9la@arrl.org; 260-

637-6988  

 

Illinois Section Manager:  Ron Morgan, AD9I, 

AD9I@comcast.net 

Donõt Be In Arrears, Be A Dear! 

Your ARRL  Central Division Contacts:  

Mark KD9EFO Contacts ISS Not Once, But Twice!  
path took it away from North 

America.  The ISS transmits on 

145.800 FM simplex and listens 

on 144.49 FM and sometimes 

145.20.  More information can 

be obtained at http://

www.ariss.org/contact-the-

iss.html 

Kudos to club president Mark 

Lewis KD9EFO on contacting 

the International Space Station 

(ISS).  Mark did it not once, but 

twice!   

His most recent QSO with the 

ISS was last Saturday morning 

sometime around 10:30 am.   A 

week or two earlier Mark 

heard the ISS calling CQ while 
in his shack with his grandson.  

Mark quickly grabbed his mi-

crophone and made contact 

with the ISS before its orbital 

KD9EFO 

Contacted the 

ISS not once, but 

twice! 
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If youõre an ARRL member 

living in the central division (IL, 

IN and WI), you should have 

received your ballot for ARRL 

Central Division Director.  

Incumbent director Kermit 

Carlson W9XA, is being chal-

lenged for the seat by Valerie 

Hotzfeld, NV9L. Vice Director 

Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA, is 

unopposed for re-election. 

The ballot is contained in a 

sealed envelope and needs to 

be returned in the  blue, official 

voting SASE no later than 

noon , November 16, 2018.   

K9MCE QSN is rerunning both 

candidate statements from last 

month on pages 6 and 7. 

All ARRL members are urged 

to vote. 

and to communicate with fel-

low hams.  What makes the 

Beaver Dam Dash nice, it that 

it doesnõt take an entire week-

end or even a day for that mat-

ter.  Usually it is a three hour 

event and itõs not too taxing 

and is laid back.  Itõs a great 

event to participate in and the 

Tri-County Running club is 
grateful for the clubõs participa-

tion. 

Chuck N9LVY is this yearõs net 

control for the dash which is 

Most of us think that we are 

prepared for an emergency, but 

are we as prepared as we like 

to think we are?  I know I am 

not.  Baring an actual emergen-

cy, whatõs the best way to pre-

pare for one?  Public service is 

a one such good way. 

Providing communications for a 

public service event, such as 
the Beaver Dam Dash is a great 

way to stay involved with ham 

radio and to test your prepar-

edness to go out into the field 

held at Beaver Dam State Park 

on Saturday, November 10.   

Chuck will need volunteers to 

assist with the cross country 

run.  HTs work fine on the 

course. 

Contact Chuck at the club 

meeting or call him at 1-618-

585-3525. 

Vote For ARRL Central Director  

Beaver Dam Dash Needs You! 

Club Christmas Party Location TBD  
The date will be Wednesday, 

December 5th.  The time, loca-

tion and price are to be deter-

mined at the November meet-

ing. 

At the October meeting, the 

club voted to hold its annual 

Christmas Party.  The big deci-

sion is where?   

Three locations were named:  

The country club in Girard, 

Renoõs Pizza and the Grand 

Magnum on Route 108 and I-

55. 

Club members are checking on 
the prices and the club will 

decide at the November club 

meeting.   

  òThe time, 

location and 

price are to be 

determined at 

the November 

meeting.ó 
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Against the national backdrop 

of an ongoing domestic terror-

ism investigation of pipe bomb 

mailings to prominent political 

leaders and political critics, 

òOperation Darkweb IIó took 

place over Friday, October 26 

and Saturday, October 27 in 

Illinois. 

Darkweb IIõs objective is to 
test statewide communications 

readiness in the event the in-

ternet and 911 services were 

to go down due to physical 

means or cyber attacks. 

Although most of the SET 

(simulated emergency test) 

dealt with state wide readiness, 

this scenario would filter down 

to the local level.  Locally, mu-

nicipal agencies such as hospi-

tals, nursing homes, police and 

fire departments may need 

assistance communicating with 

one another.  Thatõs where 

ARES comes into play. 

At the direction of each county 
EMA director, hams would be 

deployed to critical points to 

assist with communications.  

For example, hams at Staunton 

Hospital could communicate 

with a ham located at the Ma-

coupin County Sheriffõs office. 

Towards the goal, Montgomery 

county EC Mark Lewis 

KD9EFO initiated SET activa-

tion first on the 146.82 repeat-

er and then coordinated on 

147.420 simplex with hams 

throughout Montgomery coun-

ty.  Macoupin county EC Ron 

Ochu KO0Z held SET on Sat-

urday by calling the NET on 
444.250 and then coordinating 

on 147.480.  Participation re-

ports were forwarded to 

NC9IL in Springfield for ILEMA 

briefings. 

October Illinois SET:  Operations Darkweb II  

Club Members Assist with BSA Spooktacular 
events while attending camp.  

JOTA was one of the campo-

ree event stations scouts vist-

ed.  One HF and two VHF 

stations were made available to 

scouts.   

Over one-hundred contacts 

were made Saturday morning 

and many scouts experienced 

first-hand the excitement and 

wonderment of amateur radio!   

40 meter HF provided scouts 

the opportunity to contact 

Ohio, Delaware, Pennsylvania 

and Florida which amazed many   

scouting participants as to how 

clear radio sounded and only a 

wire served as an antenna!   

The scouts arrived in groups 

and there was very little down 

time in between groups.  The 

time passed quickly and it was 

rewarding to see smiles come 
across scout faces as they 

spoke, in real-time, with distant 

operators.  More photos on 

page 8. 

A brilliant, crisp, fall sunrise 

greeted early risers on Satur-

day, October 20th.  K9MCE 

club members Jim Pitchford 

N9LQF, Jeff Naville KC9WZO, 

Mark Osborn WA9SXK, Mike 

Minkanic KD9MNR, Debbie 

Ochu KC9ULA and Ron Ochu 

KO0Z headed east into the 

bright sunshine to converge on 
Rhodes France v BSA scout 

camp for Spooktacularõs JOTA 

(jamboree on the air).   

Area scouts visited camp 

òMany scouts 

experienced first

-hand the 

excitement and 

wonderment of 

amateur radio!ó 
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Scouts and adults gather at the JOTA station                                      Note the smiling faces as Jim introduces a scout to ham radio! 


