
Chair will present the program.  

After the business meeting, FCC 

VE testing is offered. Call Lou, 

K9LL for an appointment @ 

618-977-4658.  Be sure to bring 

a copy of your license, some 

pencils and a non-programmable 

calculator.  

Mark your calendars now and 

plan on attending this monthõs 

meeting of the Macoupin Coun-

ty Amateur Radio Club at 7:00 

pm on Wednesday, June 6th.  

We meet on the second floor 

of the Macoupin County Sheriff 

Department, 215 S. East Street, 

Carlinville, IL 62626. 

Prior to the club meeting the 

club has an informal dinner gath-

ering, this month, at the Renoõs 

Pizza in the Carlinville square 

starting  around 5:00 pm. 

This monthõs presentation im-

mediately after the business 

meeting will focus of our Field 

Day plans and preparations. 

Mark, WD9HBF, Field Day 

K9MCE Club Meeting on Wednesday 6 June 
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We, the undersigned, being desirous of securing for ourselves the pleasures and 

benefits of the association of persons commonly interested in Amateur Radio, by 

promoting civic interest, specific application, social activities and developing indi-

vidual efficiency, while improving the general interest in amateur radio, do ordain 

and establish this Constitution and By-Laws of the Macoupin County Amateur 

Radio Club Inc., a non-profit corporation.  We do further agree that in pursuit of 

these purposes, this organization shall be non-sectarian, non-partisan and that it 

shall lend neither support or influence to any political party or candidate for of-

fice.  The Macoupin County Amateur Radio Club, Inc., shall afford all persons, 

regardless of race or creed an equal opportunity to join, participate, hold office 

and enjoy in the benefits of this organization and the challenges of amateur radio. 

K9MCE TRY GRIDS HONOR ROLL  

Macoupin County ARC Mission Statement:  

 

Dave Reynolds, WA9OEX 

Judy Reynolds, KA9ACM 

Ron Ochu, KO0Z 

 

 

The K9MCE Try Grids Award 

was established two years ago 

to encourage Macoupin County 

ARC club members to experi-

ence the joys of VHF/UHF 
communications.  Members are 

encouraged to learn more 

about VHF/UHF propagation,  

antennas and coax and to im-

prove their stations.  Towards 

that end the award was created 

and the goal is to successfully 

establish two-way VHF/UHF 

contacts either from your 

QTH or mobile with amateurs 

in three grids.  More infor-

mation pertaining to grids can 

be found at this ARRL 

webpage:  http://www.arrl.org/
grid-squares  QSL cards con-

firming the Qs need to be pre-

sented to the committee and 

then you, too, will be eligible 

for this prestigious accolade at 

a club meeting and to have 

your call inscribed in the 

HONOR ROLL MEMBERS:  

Jim Pitchford, N9LQF 

Mark Kerhlikar, WD9HBF 

Jeff Naville, KC9WZO 

Paul Durand, KC9YCP  

Ed Kallbrier, KC9QHJ 

Bill Ogle, W9FJ 

Skip Riba, WS9V 

Mark Lewis, KD9EFO 

Lou Bartels, KC9YFU 

Debbie Ochu, KC9ULA 

òThese club 

members  

earned the Try 

Grids Award 

and are Honor 

Roll members.ó 
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Wayne, KC9ZYQ is in 

EM58 and Dirk, W9OSI is 

in EM49 and these gentle-

men are available for VHF 

skeds for those working for 

the Try Grids Award 

http://www.arrl.org/grid-squares
http://www.arrl.org/grid-squares


On behalf of my brother Johnõs 

family, Iõd like to express our 
deepest gratitude for the 

thoughtful and kind club me-

morial donation of $50.00 to 

my brotherõs widow.   

John Ochu served 23 years in 

the United States Air Force and 

his tour of duty took him to 

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Iceland, 

Guam and various stateside 

bases.   After his retirement 

from active duty, John worked 

for the Department of Home-

land Security with TSA.   

He and other TSA officers 

work tirelessly to protect the 

flying public.   

At my brotherõs funeral on 
Wednesday, May 16th, his en-

tire TSA co-workers were 

present and in uniform.  John 

made his home in Melbourne 

Florida where I spent the past 

month with my brother and his 

wife.  Again, a heartfelt thank 

you for the memorial donation. 

Director:  Kermit Carlson; w9xa@arrl.org 630-879-0983 

 

Vice Director:  Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA, k9la@arrl.org; 260-

637-6988  

 

Illinois Section Manager:  Ron Morgan, AD9I, 

AD9I@comcast.net 

A Letter of Thanks to K9MCE  

Your ARRL  Central Division Contacts:  

Field Day is Almost Upon Us!  
yearly challenge of reclaiming 

the Okaw Valley ARC, 

AD9OVõs traveling trophy.   

Are we up to the task? 

Again, this year, Field Day will 

be held at Mount Olive Town-

ship Park, which is located 

about one-mile west of Inter-

state 55 on Wolf Road in 

southern Macoupin county.  
Field Day Chair, Mark 

WD9HBF will go over our 

clubõs Field Day strategy at the 

club meeting.  Field Day can be 

competitive, but it can also be a 

lot of fun.  This is a great op-

portunity for Technicians to 

explore the world-wide domain  

of HF communications and to 

see, for yourself, seasoned 

contesters rack up FD points.  

If you can respond to a CQ FD 

with, òthis is K9MCE, 3A Illi-

nois then you are ready to help 

your club earn points!   

C U at Mt. Olive Township 

Park!  Map is located elsewhere 

in this newsletter.   

The weekend of June 23 & 24 

is not that far away.  This is 

Field Day and the ARRLõs annu-

al challenge to clubs to test 

emergency preparedness.  All 

of us are aware of  our need to 

provide emergency communi-

cations, but are we really as 

prepared as weõd like to think 

we are in the event of an emer-
gency?  This is a good, begin-

ning exercise to test our com-

munications ability and to 

showcase ham radio to the 

public.  Ah yes, there is also the 

òThis is K9MCE, 

3A Illinois, CQ 

Field Day!ó 
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       Career Air Force Sgt. John Ochu 



Your West Central Illinois 

Hamfest Planning Committee is 

nothing short of amateur radio 

active!  Committee members  

met on Sunday, May 27 in Li-

tchfield to firm up existing 

plans to further promote the 

hamfest mission statement of 

encouraging amateur radio 

fellowship, educational and 
technical forums, promote VLF, 

HF,VHF, and SHF participation, 

actively engage youth involve-

ment and to attract vendors 

and flea marketers.   

Towards that mission the fol-

lowing exciting events are being 

planned:  For starters, the 

ARCH helicopter will be on 

display as well as the ITEC 

Illinois EMA communications 

trailer.   

There will be a soldering class 

for youngsters; whereby, theyõll 

be able to solder a LED blinky 

light kit. 

Last yearõs forums were a big 

hit and this year even more 

forums are being offered.  

There will be an òAsk the 

Elmersó forum.  A panel of 

local experts will make them-

selves available to share what 

they know with the audience 

and to attempt to answer ques-

tions. Our Illinois Section Man-

ager Ron Morgan AD9I will 

conduct an ARRL forum.  In 

addition there will be an ARRL 

booth at the hamfest.  ARRL 

testing will be offered and walk

-ins are welcome.  Contact 

Ron KO0Z at ron-

chu.sky@gmail.com for more 

testing information.   John Nell, 
K9JDN will present over Win-

Link and IDEN.  Ken Norris, 

KK9N, contributing 2018 

ARRL Handbook Editor, will 

offer a forum over òStation 

Automationó along with a 

demonstration.  Other forums 

in the planning stage are a digi-

tal modes, ARES and safety.. 

Last year there were great 

attendance door prizes and this 

year the prizes will be even 

better!   

Something new this year is 

offering a family friendly ham-

fest.  Hams are encouraged to 

bring the kids to see the ARCH 

helicopter and plans are being 

made to have a òHamfest pass-

portó for the kiddies.  At the 

information desk, kiddos can 

get their passport, which will 

require them to visit selected 

hamfest sites such as the heli-

copter, vendors and to have 

their passports òvalidated.ó  

Upon completion they can 

redeem their validated passport 

for a prize such as a free soda, 

etc. 

There is a new facebook page 

promoting the West Central 

Ilinois Hamfest at https://

www.facebook.com/pg/

hamfestfun/posts/  Check it out 

for current updates!   

A big shout out to the hamfest 

committee members from the 

Sangamon Valley Radio Club, 

the Okaw Valley ARC, Mont-

gomery County ARC and the 

Macoupin County ARC for 

their dedication towards mak-

ing this hamfest bigger, better 

and more exciting!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

West Central Illinois Hamfest Update  

 

òSaturday, 

August 4, the 

West Central 

Illinois Hamfest 

will be even 

better than last 

year!ó 
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Tim Moloney, N9RRM, one of the òFabulous Fiftyó Hurricane Maria EmComm 

responders will share lessons learned from Puerty Rico. 

An ARCH medivac helicopter will be on 

display at the hamfest! 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/hamfestfun/posts/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/hamfestfun/posts/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/hamfestfun/posts/


Twice in the month of May, the 

Macoupin-Montgomery County 

Skywarn Net was activated 

when severe weather threat-

ened the area.   

On Monday, May 14th, severe 

storms moved from Madison 

County into Macoupin County.  

Mark, KD9EFO activated Sky-

warn  on the 146.820 repeater 

and Jim, N9LQF gave reports 

to the NWS in St. Louis via the 

444.250 repeater.. 

Severe thunderstorms once 
again threatened the area on 

Thursday evening May 31.  Ron 

KO0Z activated the Skywarn 

net.  Outside of some torren-

tial downpours, there were no 

severe weather reports given.  

Both nets had a good number 

of check-ins.   

Skywarn is a function of the 

National Weather Service and 

Macoupin and Montgomery 

County ARES members acti-

vate the net, but storm spot-

ters do not need to be ARES 

members to participate.  Any-

one with NWS storm spotting 
training is encouraged to give 

severe weather reports on the 

net. 

ARES meets every Thursday at 

8:00 pm on 147.480 simplex. 

SkyWarn Net Activated in May  

Mark, WD9HBF  & Ron, KO0Z 2018 Hamvention Presenters  
Itõs quite an honor to be select-

ed as a presenter at the 

Hamvention and the Macoupin 

County Club can be proud of 

these presentations. 

Club president, John KD8KVO 

attended the forums and he 

thought both Mark and John 

did a very good job.  Ron told 

Mark that, òhe nailed his 
presentation.ó  The VHF forum 

was reduced in time from prior 

years.  After the presentations, 

moderator Tony Emanu-

ele, K8ZR passed around a 

petition asking the Hamvention 

committee to reinstate the 

forumõs original time slot. Ronõs 

presentation dealt with recent 

IDEN developments and how 

to establish EmComm in the 

hinterlands of America. 

Hamvention 2018, Xenia, Ohio.  

Both Mark, WD9HBF and Ron, 

KO0Z were presenters at this 

yearõs Hamvention!  Both 

K9MCE members gave their 

presentations on Saturday, May 

19 in the afternoon. 

Mark presented, òRoving:  A 

Beginnerõs Experience in VHF 

Contestingó at the VHF/UHF/
Microwave Forum and Ron 

gave his presentation over, 

òEmComm in Rural Americaó 

at the Digital forum.   

òMark, 

WD9HBF nailed 

his VHF 

presentation at 

the 

Hamvention, de 

KO0Zó 
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WD9HBF presenting at the Hamvention 

Ron giving his presen-

tation at the Hamven-

tion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
John, KD8KVO, as well 

as others, listening 

attentively to Mark, 

WD9HBFõs presenta-

tion. 


